Chairs Update October 2008

It' sbeen arather choppy ride for lowland farmers over the past few weeks, and my farm manager haslike
his colleagues gone from depression to contentment. Heisnow all planted up and has harvested higher

yields abeit the quality isdown. But as| often remind him heis on boysland in the Vale. My contactsin
the uplands suggest effects of therain have been more serious with a much reduced winter fodder supply.

Whilgt the land management sector isonly asmall part of therura economy it does still | think set the rura
mood, as conversations in shops and pubs are about the weather and what isgoing on in thefields.

Other sectorswill now befacing the credit crunch and the downturn, however thefal in oil pricewill help,
and hopefully thiswill knock on to other energy costs. Maybe the cost of travel will bring increased trade
to our loca shops and extra tourists next year.

Theworld crisis has brought the concept of Food Security to the fore and Defra have a consultation out on
how they might approach thisin thefuture. The re-organisation of Defrafor athird timein eghteen
months does not engender the confidence of continuity, but the removal of the internationa climate change
role might help bring them back into aUK rurd focus. It will be up to the farming lobby to push forward
into the policy gap and re-balance the“F’ for Food in Defra.

Y ou may have seen press reports about an NFU campaign on Why Science Matters for Farming. Asa
director of aHorticulturd Technology Businessin theregion (STC Cawood) we are equally concerned
about the withdrawa of Government funding from our sector. We are losing another centre at Kirton in
Lincolnshirein the spring. Horticulture is some 20% of the “agricultural” output in the UK and the need to
adapt our businesses to the challenges of extra production, and the adaptation to the new pests and diseases
arriving already due to climate change areimmense. Such challenges cannot be met without Government
commitment.

| have also been closdly involved with another lunacy of regulators going on at the moment. Thisisa
review of pedticide usage, called 91/414 in Brussels speak. Basically the whole world works on “risk” as
assesd by leading scientific experts and determined in the place of use. The EU now want to work on
intrins ¢ hazard when considering registration of pesticides, regardless of place or method of use. A report
by our Y ork based Government PSD scientists says this system will remove most of the pesticides growers
need to use and basically destroy horticultura production in the UK aswell as damage farming. Of course
thefruit and vegetables will be imported from countries where these pesticides are registered using the
world agreed “risk” basis. Theresiduesthat are supposed to concern the consumer will therefore still
occur!! It does not seem sensiblein aworld with concerns of Food Security to export our industry and not
achieve any changein food quality.

I will return to other rurd affairs next month and in the interest of balance see the editoria | have written
for the October edition of Rura Matters.
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