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Habitat networks

National Park Authorities will continue to
work to protect and develop resilient habitat
networks that allow natural environment
adaptation, providing ecological links both
within National Parks and across the wider
countryside. This is a priority in the Local
Biodiversity Action Plans that we work on
with partners. We recognise that stewardship
of carbon stores is also about adaptation:
the maintenance of healthy, well-linked
habitats includes managing upland water,
which has the potential to provide benefits
to downstream urban areas through the
alleviation of flooding and improvement to
water quality. Wildfire management during
dry periods is also vital to protect these
carbon stores.

High Brown Fritillary butterfly, Exmoor.

CASE STUDY

Woodland habitat networks in the Yorkshire Dales
National Park

The Yorkshire Dales National Park

Authority and its partners (notably the
Forestry Commission, Yorkshire Dales
Millennium Trust and Natural England)

have a shared objective to plant 450 ha of

upland ash woodland over the six years up
to the end of 2010. In the last three
years, over £600,000 has been provided
to fund the planting of over 200 ha of
native woodland. As well as producing
significant carbon benefits, much of this
planting occurs in gills and on the steeper
valley sides — helping to reduce water
flow, soil erosion and sediment delivery to
the rivers.

Targeted woodland
planting in the
Yorkshire Dales.

In 2007, the Authority mapped the
Forest Habitat Network in the National Park
to identify those areas where new woodland

planting could most effectively link the

existing woods together — making the

woodland more robust to changes in

climate and improving the conditions for
species to feed, breed and spread through
the landscape. This is now being used to
target new planting, including the creation
of a specific woodland corridor in Lower
Wensleydale to support expansion of the
recently-reintroduced dormouse
population.
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