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The Credit Crunch, the price of oil and continued
Government legislation changes are all cause for
concern when talking to friends. However will our
responses be as individuals, through single interest
groups, through trade associations or by partner-
ships forums.

| suspect the price of oil is the uppermost concern.
As rural residents our geography means more
miles, our history means older less well built houses
and our sparse communities mean oil is our major
heat source. But will Government say you have less
crime, less poverty and are happier with your place
so too bad its part of the balance of life? This terri-
tory will be well populated by representations to
Govt, by groups or associations

The credit crunch may lower the price of housing.
The Government purchase rescue packages might
create more houses for rent, but in the countryside?
The rise in the cost of living will of course offset the
lower prices. With all this going on | am very doubt-
ful of any early action on CRC representations or
the Taylor report to get affordable houses built in
smaller rural communities. | think this territory will be
left to community and specifically created rural
groups to make representations.

Finally the Government changes - The removal of
Rural as different and mainly the responsibility of
Defra to a mainstreaming management across Govt
departments. Will Govt departments understand
spatial separation and smaller communities when
setting standards for their delivery of services? Will
they want to against massive financial constraint on
their expenditure when we know services in this
geography are more expensive and more complex
to deliver? Will they suddenly develop expertise
which they have not needed before Defra did it?
This is then compounded with the Sub National Re-
view. See our website to see how our regional bod-
ies have responded to the Govt.
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The other major changes already in operation are the
Local Strategic Partnership and the Local Area
Agreement arrangements for Local Authorities. Do
you know how they are handling your rural issues?

The RAF struggles with all these agendas based
around partnership working It relies on members to
help create added value for individual or group
interests which we can then take to Regional and
National Government by an alternative route to
normal channels . This route has been created and is
part funded by Defra as a means of direct feed back
for the rural voice.

How RAF and its other Rural Partners fit into SNR
and how a rural voice is added into the regional
delivery will be one of the major preoccupations of
the Chair and Steering Group over the next few
months .Please let us know how you see things or
tell us to relax and let life pass by as you can
manage by other means.

To help inform these other areas we have the Rt
Hon Michael Jack MP coming to next Forum to tell us
how his select committee sees Defra delivering its
responsibilities for Strong Rural Communities i.e.
how is it ensuring other Govt departments are
handling rural in their mainstreamed agenda . We
will also have Rural Advocate Stuart Burgess
helping us to identify rural poverty ,which we know is
there but masked by the headline indicators used by
Gouvt, so is hidden . Do book a place.

Graham Ward - Chair

14th Century Bedern Hall in the heart of historic
York is the venue for the forum meeting on
Thursday 16th October.

Further details can be obtained from the
Secretariat




Yorkshire and The Humber Rural Observatory

The Y&H Rural Observatory, the regional rural
intelligence network, reconvened in July. The
feature item was on Defra’s 'Environmental
Accounts for Agriculture’, which attaches monetary
values to agri-environmental impacts to facilitate
their comparison. Other agenda items included Sub-
National Review research opportunities and Defra’s
strategic objective on Strong Rural Communities.
For further information see the Rural Observatory
website and 15th July minutes which includes
member details and presentation links.

2008 Y&H Rural Evidence Base

One of the key areas of activity for the Observatory
is to produce an annual regional rural evidence base
(following the first edition in 2005). The 2008 ver-
sion, being prepared for publication in December,
will differ by using the indicators proposed for the
new Integrated Regional Framework. This aligns
with other evidence based reports such as 'Progress
in York and North Yorkshire 2008'. The completed
2008 report will be circulated via Rural Matters,
whilst the 2007 report is available here.

Defra’s Strong Rural Communities Objective:
Defra have recently published a national report
tracking the status of indicators attached to their
‘Strong Rural Communities’ Departmental Strategic
Objective, available here. This Objective is
concerned with achieving two outcomes; that
evidenced needs of rural people and communities
are addressed through mainstream public policy and
delivery, and that economic growth is supported in
rural areas with the lowest levels of performance.
Data for Y&H has been requested in order to
produce a regional version.

Wider Evidenced-Based reports
Finally, a selection of recent evidence based reports
may be of interest:
- Framework 4 Change: Five Years On 'Looking
back & looking forward: A review of farming
- Impacts of the summer 2007 floods on agriculture
(prepared by ADAS for Defra)
. Ofcom; 'The Communications Market 2008:
Nations and Regions’
- CRC report on rural deprivation which builds on
CLG report
- CRC report on rural economic potential which
was commissioned by the Prime Minister.

anna.knight@goyh.gsi.gov.uk

Animal Health is the government's executive agency
primarily responsible for ensuring that farmed animals
in England, Scotland and Wales are healthy, disease-
free and well looked after.

We also have responsibility for managing outbreaks of
notifiable animal diseases, and in this way we support
the farming industry, helping it compete successfully
worldwide, protect the welfare of farmed animals and
safeguard public health from animal-borne disease.

More details are available at this link:
http://defraweb/animalhealth/about-us/index.htm

The local Animal Health Office is based in Leeds
where we have veterinary and technical field staff who
carry out farm visits. We also work closely with GOYH,
key stakeholders and delivery partners in order to take
forward the Animal Health and Welfare strategy in the
region.

In Yorkshire and the Humber we have a wide and
varied livestock mix (including poultry and goats) with
a rural north, a more urban south and pigs to the east.
We have both commercial farms with increasing
numbers of small holdings.

The current animal health issues affecting our farmers
are threats from TB and bluetongue, notifiable
diseases such as Avian Influenza and general
economic pressures on farmers that may influence
animal welfare.

Our regional aims are to work with local authorities
and private veterinary surgeons to reduce these risks
and to safeguard animal welfare through improved
Farm Health Planning. We also work with Yorkshire
Forward to target some of funding available for
training in the Region towards improved animal wel-
fare.

Kate Sharpe
Divisional Veterinary Manager

Tel 01132 300100
ah.leeds@animalhealth.gsi.gov.uk




New issues and trends coming to the fore since
1999

The Report identifies a number of new issues
which have become important since the first State
of the Countryside Report in 1999:

Climate change has become much more
widely appreciated especially its implications for
rural areas;

Use of the internet to access services has
grown dramatically, but has raised issues for
those lacking access;

Polarity of rural affluence and disadvantage
has become much more apparent, while the
differences between different types of rural area
are becoming more clearly recognised — more

The Commissiczp for Rural Communities (CRC) peripheral and sparsely populated areas show
launched its 10™ Report on the State of the Country- very different characteristics to rural commuter
side 2008 at the RSA in London on 16" July. The areas:

Report takes the opportunity to reflect on a decade of - Migrant workers from the new accession
change in rural England as well providing what has countries of the European Union have added
become its customary detailed statistical picture of life significantly to the flow of migrants to rural areas;
in the countryside, economic wellbeing and the rural Food security has become an increasingly
environment important rural policy issue, adding to the

competing demands for rural land.
Issues and trends that have remained important

since 1999 The report is available on the Commission’s web-
The Report highlights a number of issues and trends site www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk together with
which have remained important since 1999: some additional data on Yorkshire and the

An ageing rural population; Humber Region not published in the main report.

A desire to live in the countryside and the
consequent flows of people into rural areas, though At the launch of the Report, discussion among the
there has been a continuing counter flow of young audience also highlighted a number of major
people moving away to study and work in urban challenges to the future of rural areas including:
areas: the problems of addressing dispersed

A concern about the quality of the countryside; disadvantage; the competing pressures for land

use change; the need to moderate market forces
to ensure the provision of essential services;
growing cultural challenges to the traditional rural

The relative similarity in the make-up of
employment in urban and rural areas;

* A growing rural economy exemplified by a 22% way of life. In addition, a presentation by Antony
increase (between 1998 and 2006) in the number of Walker (Broadband Stakeholder Group)
small .busmesses (with 1-10 employees) in rural suggested that the next generation of broadband
areas, _ _ _ based on fibre optics could potentially
Wage levels remain lower in rural than in urban discriminate against rural areas, as extending
businesses; cabling outside urban areas may be uneconomic.
Housing affordability remains a significant issue,
due to increased demand for housing in rural areas, Chris Elton
and more second homes; Sheffield Hallam University
Declining numbers of service outlets in rural
areas; . o :
Poor accessibility to services for those without Govern_ment Office is looking to tend_er 1ol
, secretariat support for the new Sustainable
cars; ; : O
Less fundi head f local Farming and Food Chair and Executive in the
thorit?esss' unding per head for many rural local au- region (Framework for Change).

Faster growth of traffic in rural areas. Any enquires should be addressed to lan Smith at

ian.r.smith@goyh.gsi.gov.uk tel: 0113 3412842"
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“Use it or lose it — it's your money” is the message
the Lantra managed LandSkills programme is urging
all Yorkshire and Humber based horticultural,
agricultural and forestry businesses to do.

The LandSkills Industry Advisory Board (IAB) is
already applying decades of

practical, hands-on experience to allocating money
to fund accessible,

structured and beneficial training to businesses in
the region.

Since the programme began on 1 April 2008 the IAB
have allocated in excess of

£1.6 million towards a range of activities in the
crops, beef, sheep, dairy,

pig, poultry and forestry industries.

To find out where and how you can access the
range of funded activities contact

the LandSkills team at LandSkills@Iantra.co.uk or
visit

www.lantra.co.uk/LandSkills for a list of providers
and their contact details.

The 80 events scheduled for the second South
Pennines Walk & Ride Festival from September 13-
28 promise to have something for everyone.
Organised by former TGO deputy editor and South
Pennine native John Manning, the 16-day festival
features walks and rides ranging from gentle one or
two mile nature trails to a marathon 47-mile moun-
tain bike ride on the Mary Towneley Loop of the
Pennine Bridleway on September 14th,which will
raise funds for the Rossendale and Pendle Moun-
tain Rescue Team.

For more information:

Contact John Manning, festival organiser, on 01729
822547; Graham Joyce, Development Manager of
Pennine Prospects on 01274 431019

As regional chair for Strategy for Sustainable
Farming and Food (SSFF) | am enthusiastically
looking to carry forward and develop the original
aims that came out of the Curry Commission report
following Foot and Mouth in 2001. With the benefit
of the Framework for Change end of period report
and my predecessor Tony Cooke’s appraisal we
have in the region an evaluation from all sectors of
the industry.

I am mindful that the diverse agricultural industry in
Yorkshire and the Humber region needs to be
sustainable, competitive and profitable. In turn
supporting a thriving rural economy.

Support for farming must come from the Govern-
ment and Yorkshire Forward our Regional
Development Agency and | am encouraged by my
early meetings with both parties.

Commitment from other stakeholders and partners
is key to a coordinated strategy that merits farmer’s
involvement. Challenges faced include economic,
the key to sustainability, environmental including
renewable energy sources and biodiversity, animal
welfare, coordinated disease strategy, reconnection
with consumers, food nutrition, welfare, diets and
food safety, involvement of young farmers and new
entrants, improving the skills of the current work-
force, retirement and succession planning, all key
areas to sustainability of the industry within the
region.

In developing a business plan for the region best
practice from other regions will be adopted saving
both time and expense. Along with partners and
farmers we need to remain business focussed,
cooperate and collaborate, which may involve
diversification but also ready to adopt changes that
inevitably arise if progress, profit and delivering
market requirements are the drivers for change.

Regionally our diversity places us at the forefront of
national policy and the application from within the
industry with the buy in of our stakeholders, partners
and farmers will ensure a future.
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32 Yorkshire FWAG members attended the first ever
Annual Meeting of Yorkshire Farming & Wildlife Ad-
visory Groups at held at Skipwith Hall, York by kind
permission of FWAG members and supporters
Charlie and Rosalind Forbes Adam. After a
fascinating tour of Skipwith Common, led by Tango
Fawcett, and Julian Small of Natural England, a
business meeting and AGM was held in the restored
theatre at Skipwith. Group Chairmen gave a sum-
mary of the activities in their areas during the past
year, and this was followed by FWAG Committee
elections:

Mark Sampson was elected at North Yorkshire
Chairman, with Nick Ramsden as Vice-Chairman.

Derek Megginson was elected as East Yorkshire
Chairman with Peter Nettleton as Vice-Chairman.
Helen Rhodes was elected as South & West York-
shire Chairman with Doug Thomson as Vice-
Chairman.

The meeting was then address by Andy Ormiston,
FWAG Managing Director, after which a buffet sup-
plied by the “Farmers Cart” was enjoyed by the

group.

For forthcoming FWAG events in Yorkshire —
contact the FWAG office on 01609 783632 for
more details. Booking may be required for some
events .

For up to date details of FWAG events in Yorkshire
use this

link: www.communigate.co.uk/ne/fwagny/page3.pht
ml

An historic estate on the southern edge of the
Yorkshire Wolds has been named winner of the
Tye Trophy for Farm Conservation. Mr Michael
Willoughby of the Birdsall Estate near Malton
received the award which recognizes the

Contribution of farmers in Yorkshire and the North
East to wildlife conservation and environmental
protection and is organized in partnership by FWAG
and the Yorkshire Agricultural Society. The awards
were presented by Mrs. Alison Saville who gave the
trophy in 1989 in memory of her grandfather Howard
Tye, founder of Tye Trailers, and also her father
Kenneth Tye. The award is sponsored by the
Yorkshire Agricultural Society.
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The Year of Food and Farming was conceived as an
initiative between three government agencies,
health, education and DEFRA and had the following
aim. To reconnect children with where their food
comes from and how it is produced, to give them an
appreciation of good food and the importance of
food for health, an understanding of farming,
countryside and environmental issues and to help
youngsters make informed choices about what they
eat.

In Yorkshire and Humber the steering group set
their overall objective:
To facilitate visits to farms and the countryside
To give children opportunities to grow their own food
To allow children to cook their own food
To ensure that all schools across the region had
access to a full and comprehensive offering of
complimentary activities and resources which
support curriculum teaching
To be inclusive; appealing to all types of school, all
ages, all abilities, all class sizes, all school budgets.
To bring together the region’s food, farming and
education sectors as well as proactive businesses
and organisations, establishing lasting relations.
To enable the target audiences to engage with the
year, as simply as possible, to maximum effect.

To leave an enduring legacy.

600 children visited Stockbridge
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Harvesting
Radishes

On a shoestring budget, the steering group and
stakeholders who donated resources, enabled
awareness to be raised, communication undertaken
and provided farmer training to host educational
visits. The many existing ventures with schools and
the additional food chain walks including dairy,
rhubarb, chicken and egg and cereals were deliv-
ered thanks to the immense enthusiasm of those
involved. A tomato growing competition sponsored
by a local grower proved an exciting way to involve
children, there is even the possibility of repeating
the exercise next year. Whilst funding was a recur-
ring issue the dedication and involvement of farm-
ers, growers, teachers and delivery organisations
was refreshing and gratefully received. The legacy
mentioned at the beginning of this article means
more farmers and growers involved in training,
closer liaisons with schools and going forward

through Farming and Countryside Education (FACE)
“THINK FOOD AND FARMING”.

The Regional Food Cookbus supporting
The Year of Food & Farming




