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with major regional organisations and agencies,
city/ sub regions and other stakeholders, and be
characterised by its constructive, pro active
approach to policy/ strategy development. It is
hoped that resources will be forthcoming to offer an

The new regional governance arrangements active regional partnership (unit), for the next three

following the Sub National Review of Economic years. Further details can be obtained from lain

Development and Regeneration (SNR) have been Lovell who has joined Yorkshire Futures to take the

agreed and came into effect on 1 April 2009. The project forward.

Regional Assembly has now finished; and the iain.lovell@yorkshirefutures.com

responsibility for producing an Integrated Regional _ _

Strategy now rests jointly with Local Government The second is a Leaders Advisory Group for the

and Yorkshire Forward. Voluntary Community Sector . This will be made
up of approximately ten VCS Leaders drawn form

So where does this leave what used to be the region who possess experience and knowledge

known as the Social, Environmental and of economies and planning programmes and who

Economic partners who had a place on the are community based. Its task will be to build

Assembly and on its functional sub committees relationships with the rest of the regional

and boards? governance structure and with the emerging wider

Whilst it is clear that the wider “partners and partners organisation detailed above. The Leaders

stakeholders” as they are now referred to, do not Group will be accountable through the Regional

have a place at the decision making table, it is also Forum’s democratic and membership

clear that without their involvement and arrangements. Applications have been sought for

engagement it will not be possible to produce a truly | | the group and these close on 12. May. Further

integrated and sustainable strategy. details can be found on the Regional Forum website

or contact 0113 394 2300.
There will be a number of ways for wider partners

and stakeholders to be involved, including There is a genuine commitment to stakeholder
representation on the four Thematic Boards, and engagement from all the regional agencies.
through the Independent (Sustainable Partners and stakeholders themselves, including
Development) Board, (precise arrangements for those from a rural constituency, can help by being
how this will operate are still to be announced). pro-active in developing their own arrangements for
ensuring that it happens.
There are two specific initiatives currently taking Stephen Fox. Development Officer, Policy and
shape aimed at ensuring effective partner and Engagement. Yorkshire and Humber Regional
stakeholder involvement. Forum

http://www.yhregforum.org.uk/

The first is an emerging plan for an independent

membership organisation  covering the range of Comment from Chair —Stephen is on the RAF
wider partnership organisations and interests. This Steering Group so keeps us informed on these
has the support of Yorkshire Forward and its issues. | have has discussions with both the Forum
purpose would be to offer a supply of unique, and lain Lovell on the positioning of the rural voice
evidence based expertise, intelligence and and rural partners in these new arrangements.

experience, drawn from its members. It would work
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A new way of assessing whether local public
services are tackling what local communities really
need comes into play this year.

Known as Comprehensive Area Assessment
(CAA), it will help residents see whether they get
value-for-money from their public services, and how
the council, PCT, Police, and others are performing
in the things that will improve people’s lives.

It will cover issues that matter to rural communities.
Assessments are based on the needs of people,
where they live, and will reflect economic, social,
educational, health and other differences across the
country, from inner-city to farming community; from
the Southern suburbs to the Northern countryside...

Inspectors including the Audit Commission, Ofsted,
The Care Quality Commission and others will come
together to consider what life is like now for local
people, and what the future prospects look like.

I’'m a countryman myself and | hope to bring that
understanding of rural issues to this work. Key
guestions could include what steps are being taken
to make our rural communities sustainable in the
widest possible sense. For example, how are
businesses and young people encouraged to stay in
these communities? Are older people in rural areas
being really engaged with around their needs? How
is transport being used to give access to goods and
services? How is new technology being used to
enhance access to services and promote business?

We will assess whether Local Strategic
Partnerships really understand the areas and
communities they serve. Do local priorities identified
by LSPs make sense given the challenges that
areas face? Is progress being made on these local
priorities. Is action effective? Are things getting

better or worse? What positive changes are local
people experiencing?

Our first assessments will be reported on a new
website this November. They will highlight
significant improvements, including innovation that
will be relevant to other areas facing similar
problems. We will also point out where more
progress or change is needed, and local priorities
are not being fully tackled Green and red flags will
highlight successes and where more work is
required.

Area assessments align with the boundaries of
Local Area Agreements that cover 150 county,
unitary and metropolitan borough councils across
England. We will consider progress against these
local targets and key themes will cover
sustainability; inequality; people whose
circumstances make them vulnerable; and, value
for money. We will also publish organisational
assessments on individual bodies’ performance.

Area assessments will be flexible. In 2009, we will
look at local actions designed to help individuals
and businesses in the recession.

I hope the reports will give decision-makers clear
evidence about how things are working on the
ground. Local people will be armed with useful
information so they can lobby for changes needed
to really make a difference.

http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/

Comment from Chair - The audit of CAA and the
rural proofing of LSP are the major keys to the
evidence of service delivery to rural residents. The
RAF Forum has already been addressed by The
Audit Commission (see our website). We will have
ongoing liaison with them especially Mike and his
colleagues, to share our concerns and expertise
with them. | am also involved with the National
Empowerment Partnership YH and their Action
Plan for 2009/10 includes work picking up good
practice and this will be working closely with The
Audit Commission. NEPYH are also hoping to do
something around Parish Councils to again feed
into the rural proofing of the L:SP

Refreshing the Local Framework -  This work is
still ongoing. We hope to respond to Yorkshire
Forward and Local Government Yorkshire &
Humber, before they have their July Regional Board
meeting, with the updated prospectus on how we
believe the rural expertise and the rural voice can
contribute to the IRS and the new Regional
Structures (See SG minutes on website).
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“Encouraging the start up and diversification of
economic activity in key rural sectors”

The Rural Business Support Programme (RBSP)
and Rural Retail Scheme (RRS), previously known
as the Rural Business Start Up Programme
(RBSUP), have never been more needed than in
the current economic climate. Part of the Rural
Development Programme for England (RDPE),
Yorkshire Forward has appointed

Business Link Yorkshire to administer the
programmes which can provide crucial funding to
new and trading businesses in rural areas.

Who can apply for funding?
Rural Business Support Programme

new enterprises in rural areas

a genuine new rural enterprise within an existing
business, where there is commitment to
establishing the new enterprise as a new business
within 2 years
for an initial period of 12 months from 1 April 2009,
an existing rural enterprise where the investment is
to fund genuine potential for growth such as the
creation of new jobs for local people
Rural Retail Scheme
rural retail businesses where an existing business is
essential to the rural community

The programmes are targeted at businesses with
no more than 10 FTE employees although some
exceptions do exist in the case of “tourism” and
“farm diversification” projects.

How much is available?

Grants of up to £25,000 are available through both
RBSP and RRS at an intervention rate of 40%
towards eligible capital /revenue costs. Funding will
also potentially cover 70% of eligible technical

training costs up to a maximum of 50% of the grant
total and where less than £3,500 per individual.

Applications need to be from within a rural area.
For details please check the Defra website
(www.defra.gov.uk) or contact Business Link
Yorkshire.

What can you apply for?

Both capital and revenue costs are eligible for
funding through the programmes. For further
information about specific items please speak to
Business Link Yorkshire. Grant support is not
available for the replacement or update of existing
items or the funding of everyday operating costs
such as staff salaries or utilities.

Where can you go for help?

Whether you are already running or growing a
business or just starting out, Business link Yorkshire
is the place to go. We understand your problems,
challenges and goals and provide information and
advice to help you make the most of your business
opportunities. All of our support is independent and
impartial, and most services are provided free of
charge.

For further information about the programmes
please contact Paul Baker, Rural Programme
Manager at p.baker@businesslinkyorkshire.co.uk or
on 07827 938759 or contact::

Business Link Yorkshire
08456 048048
info@businesslinkyorkshire.co.uk

http://www.businesslinkyorkshire.co.uk/

Comment from The Chair - These new
Arrangements to make contact with Business Link
are welcome. These monies are a significant cash
injection to rural business. There is also an
opportunity in LEADER areas to tie some of this
together with wider initiatives in particular local
food/tourism/shows/promotions and so on. The
LEADER areas and contacts are on the Yorkshire
Forward RDPE website.

http://www.yorkshire-forward.com/
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The Regional hearings are well underway 5 of the 6
are complete with just the North West to do on 19™
& 20™ May. The hearings have been carefully
constructed to hear a balanced presentation of
evidence from a broad cross section of local and
regional interests and the core message is that the
people who look after the land are essential to the
whole scheme of things.

The local hearing in Harrogate was held on
10" — 11™ March. The inquiry looked at 6 areas
communities, economics, public goods and
benefits, farming, policy and practices and solu-
tions. Further details can be found at
http://www.yhraf.org.uk

The deadline for written “call for evidence” is 30"
April 2009. The timetable for the completion of all
evidence is the end June 2009 when the evidence
gathering stage will conclude. A group of
consultants have been engaged to respond to the
“hard to reach”. Their report should be completed
by the end of May. Work is currently underway to
develop the “State of the Uplands report and it is
hoped to publish it on the website in early May.

There will be 5 key seminars by invitation in the
future the last one is likely to be international.

A writer has been commissioned to write the final
report which should be due to be published later in
the year.

Spring is finally upon us and we are finalising our
business plan with the priority areas identified by
our Executive members: Animal Health and
Welfare, Food Security, Climate Change,

Education, Communication, The Uplands and
Public Procurement.

The Forum is keen to improve its communication
with grass roots farmers. We have good
representation from NFU, CLA and TFA on our
Executive and to supplement this we have pulled
together a Farmers Forum to obtain the views of
working farmers from each of the sectors. We have
invited farmers from across the region and from a
wide range of farming enterprises to join our group.
The farmers met for the first time in February and
shared with us the opportunities and challenges that
are felt by each of the sectors.

Several members of our Executive have
commented that we have a wealth of research
institutes in the region but we are not making best
use of them in transferring this expertise to farmers.
We have pulled together a group of researchers to
help us address this. They meet with our Farmers
Forum in June. We are also planning an open event
for farmers at the Food and Environment Research
Agency (FERA) in November.

We are supporting the Yorkshire Agricultural
Society who are planning a Countryside Careers
Event for 14 — 18 year olds. We are keen to
promote this event because we feel that our
industry needs to do more to promote itself to
younger people as a exciting career option. We
would be keen to hear from others who have ideas
or may wish to be involved

We are working closely with the Department of
Health and NFU to support their Change4Life
programme. The Department of Health are coming
to the Great Yorkshire Show offering free health
checks to the general public and to farmers.

If any of this strikes a chord with you or you would
simply like to know more please do get in touch.

Steve Willis (stevewillisfarming@gmail.com)
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The Regional Food Group for Yorkshire & Humber
was established in 2002 and promotes the growth
and development of the food and drink sector withir]
the region.

The organisation currently represents 330
members across its membership categories:
producer/manufacturer, hospitality/leisure and
retail/wholesale. Its aims and objectives are to
increase innovation, efficiency and consumer
awareness within the region, ultimately leading to
improved sales and consumption of great Yorkshirg
and Humber produce.

RFG offers its members business development
workshops and masterclasses, dedicated help,
development and expertise in the fields of food
technology, marketing, business advice and
support, skills development and networking events.

One of its key annual events is Meet the Buyer,
which gives small to medium-sized producers the
chance to meet buyers from national supermarkets
local hospitality providers and independent

stores. To date, the matching up of local producers
with buyers has culminated in prospective contracts
totalling £6.8m, boosting the economy of Yorkshire
and Humber’s food and drink sector.

RFG works closely with members and partner
organisations to undertake research and implement

projects on regional produce. Later in the year, RFG

will announce findings from research into the
benefits of choosing local asparagus in season,
when compared with imported varieties. In
partnership with the Stockbridge Technology Centrg
(STC), the research will compare nutritional content
in various trials at different times of the year, in
different locations. The findings should help
promote Yorkshire and home-grown produce, and
help demonstrate to consumers another great
reason to buy locally.

Comments RFG chief executive Jonathan Knight,
“Primary producers are a crucial part of the supply
chain, and a lot of the RFG’s members rely on
growers to make up their range or to make their
products, like chutneys and jams.

“With the focus on local, seasonal produce, fuel
costs and carbon footprint, there is more emphasis
than ever on having a shorter supply chain than in
the past. If you are buying food that hasn’t been
around the world the nutrient level and freshness
must be good. It is better for consumer wellbeing
and the local economy to buy local.”

In addition to the events, dedicated business
support and advice, RFG members have access to
the deliciouslyorkshire brand; one to one business
support; and discounted rates for food technology
and workforce skills services, access to business
support grants and other support agencies.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the
Regional Food Group or would like more
information then please visit our website
www.regionalfoodgroup.co.uk or call
01937 830 354.

For further information contact:

Natalie McKay / Charlotte Burton
MK: 0114 275 6784
natalie@mkthingshappen.co.uk
charlotte@mkthingshappen.co.uk

Jane Chamberlain
RFG: 01937 838895
jane.chamberlain@regionalfoodgroup.co.uk

Ambitious plans to make Yorkshire one of the
worlds top visitor destinations have been unveiled

Yorkshire Forward have shown their support for the
tourism initiative by investing £30 million over a 3
year period.

New Chief Executive Gary Verity along with
Regional Minister Rosie Winterton are keen to
promote Yorkshire as a global destination.

Further details can be found at
http://www.welcometoyorkshire.net/

http://www.yorkshire.com/




Rural communities are the focus of Sport England’s
first themed funding round which opens for
business on 1% April 2009

The £10 million fund will support projects that
tackle the barriers to and unearth new opportunities
for, getting people in rural areas playing and
enjoying more sport.

We look forward to receiving bids to the rural
communities themed round from a wide range of
our partners, from local authorities to sports clubs
and smaller community groups.

Rural communities have been chosen for the first
round because we know they face particular
barriers to participating in sport, such as reduced
choice of sports available to them and transport
issues. Our latest “Active People Survey” shows
that two thirds of local councils with the lowest
sports participation rates are in rural areas.
barriers to participating in sport, such as reduced
choice of sports available to them and transport
issues. Our latest “Active People Survey” shows
that two thirds of local councils with the lowest
sports participation rates are in rural areas.

We also know there are specific challenges to
delivering sport in rural England, not least the
higher unit costs associated with smaller
populations.

From our perspective, the themed rounds will bring
more flexibility to our funding strategy, enabling us
to take a fresh look each year at specific areas that
will benefit from new ideas and additional targeted
investment. The rounds will also help to ensure that
our investment is effectively distributed across the
country and across different communities.

Dr Stuart Burgess, Chairman for the Commission
for Rural Communities said

“I am delighted Sport England is investing such a
substantial sum in our rural communities. This will
come as a welcome boost to people living in rural
areas facing a tough time in the teeth of the
recession. | hope the funding will bring forward
many creative ideas that will help overcome barriers
such as access to transport, that rural people face
in taking part in sport.”

The minimum grant available will be £10,000, but to
maximise the positive effect on sport in rural areas,
we are encouraging high value, high impact
proposals.

We expect many of the successful bids to be
projects requiring National Lottery funding of at
least £500,000.

A detailed application prospectus for this round is
available on Sport England’s website now, and
there will be a three month window for outline
applications. The second themed round will be
announced by 1* September 2009 and will open for
business in October 2009. Themed rounds are a
key element of our funding strategy. Further details
can be found on our website.
http://www.sportengland.org/
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