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But first a few words from our outgoing Chair. Its 
hello from Tony and goodbye from me. Thank you for 
all your support and help, I wish Helen and Tony 
great success. I would record my special thanks to 
Carol and Mike (and Anna before him) for doing the 
backroom support and correcting my English  
grammar. Finally thanks to the Steering Group for 
their efforts to ensure RAF was moving forward. 

 
Tony Pexton 
OBE 
 
 
Photograph by 
permission of 
Mike Hopps 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am delighted to have been chosen to chair the Rural 
Affairs Forum, and recognise the tremendous  
challenge which we face in rural areas. In more  
normal times there are many issues which need  
addressing from a rural perspective, but with the  
current, and continuing, financial pressures on all, 
there is an even bigger challenge in front of us to  
ensure that we can identify, and act on, the many 
concerns which face the rural communities. I am 
looking forward to getting to know the individuals and 
the organisations involved, and working together to 
improve our lot. 

Tony Pexton OBE oversees the operation of a family 
farm in East Yorkshire where pigs are reared from 
progeny to bacon and wheat, oilseed rape and vining 
peas are grown. A former Chairman of the Assured 
Combinable Crops Scheme, he was awarded the 
OBE for services to agriculture in 2007 and currently 
holds office as Chairman of NIAB and Chairman of 
the Sustainable Arable Link Research &  
Development Programme Management Committee 
for Defra. Tony was recently chairman of the Farmers 
Club and was also vice and deputy President of the 
NFU 1992 -2002. 
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I am delighted to have been appointed to the role of 
Executive Manager for the Yorkshire & The Humber 
Rural Affairs Forum.  Without doubt there will be  
challenges - but I see it as an exciting opportunity to 
build on the good work that has been undertaken by 
the Forum so far, and to ensure that rural governance 
structures at the regional level are fit-for-purpose and 
able to deliver effectively as we move forward into 
increasingly uncertain times. 
 
We are fortunate to have secured funding from  
Yorkshire Forward to boost resources provided by 
Defra to support the work of the Rural Affairs Forum.  
At a time when money is evermore scarce, it is  
critical to ensure that funds are used wisely and to 
maximum effect.  Much work has been done by the 
outgoing Chairman - Graham Ward - to refresh the 
Regional Rural Framework and to strengthen the 
governance structures.  It is my intention to work 
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The next YHRAF Forum will be held on Tuesday 9th 
February 2010 at Bishop Burton College. 
The topic will be Food Security with particular  
reference to Yorkshire and Humber. 
 
Speakers will include Tony Lomax  Strategic Sector 
Champion Food & Drink from Yorkshire Forward on 
the food economy in the region and Sarah Knapper 
Research Director of the Regional Food Group who 
will talk about the place of local food. We will also 
have a speaker to be confirmed on the fuel versus 
food debate. 
 
This will be the first opportunity to meet your new 
Chair Tony Pexton. Do show come along and show 
your support. 

quickly with the new Chairman – Tony Pexton  - to 
get the new Management Group for the Forum in 
place and finalise working arrangements.  It will be 
important, I believe, to launch formally the refresh of 
the Rural Framework - Maximising the Rural Potential 
- and to ensure that the Rural-Voice in the Region is 
strong and effective.  There must be no doubt about 
the opportunities and offer which the rural areas bring 
to city-region agendas and to sustainability in  
general.  Communication is critical to success.  I will 
work to make sure that the profile of the Yorkshire & 
The Humber Rural Affairs Forum is high at national, 
regional, sub-regional and local levels, and that there 
is full engagement.  In the face of government policy 
to mainstream rural agendas, it remains critically 
 important to rural-proof plans, policies and  
programmes.  Working with partners, I will strive to 
 ensure that key documents, such as the Yorkshire & 
The Humber Integrated Regional Strategy, take full 
account of the needs and opportunities of rural areas.  
 
I have many years of experience in rural  
development which will, I hope, be of benefit to the 
Rural Affairs Forum and to rural agendas at the  
regional level generally.  I am very much looking 
forward to building a strong and fruitful relationship 
with the new Chairman.  It is a privilege to secure this 
post and to have the chance to work more closely 
with the many knowledgeable and experienced  
people working to promote the economic, social and 
environmental wellbeing of rural communities.   
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 Defra will be carrying out an internal review of the 
work and value of the RAF’s due to report in March /
April. I will send members full details shortly.  
     
The review will look at Operational efficiency,  
delivery against Defra Ask’s, outcomes and  
improvements at both regional and national levels.  
  
This is happening across all Government Depts, of 
course, so advice on value and expenditure of public 
monies can be given to next Government, of  
whatever party, when reality about the debt and loss 
of tax revenue will actually be tackled I presume.  
  
 Hopefully the work we have been doing on process 
and updating our structures to fit new Regional  
Governance and prepare for the Integrated Regional 
Strategy rural proofing will be relevant.   
  
No doubt there will be field visits and  
questionnaires     
  
If you have not read the Conservative Party rural 

thoughts the following statement is included “We will 
create non-statutory rural advisory groups, drawing 
together voluntary representatives from a wide range 
of countryside interests to ensure that Ministers  
understand rural concerns and decisions are taken in 
full knowledge of their impact on rural areas “ 
  
I think this might have some relevance to RAF  
activities as we represent a very wide rural  
partnership and our new management group could 
have been structured for this For those of you who 
are political (I have to remain non until January!!) it 
would be good to remind your candidates of our  
existence and what we do and maybe there is no 
need to create a new body!!  
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Just a reminder to RAF members nominations for the 
new Management Group need to be sent to Helen 
Wright by 15th January 2010 
Helen.Wright@eastriding.gov.uk 
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The future management of the National Parks has a 
major impact on our uplands and will obviously cross 
reference to the Integrated Rural Strategy as well as 
having a major influence on implementations of any 
recommendations coming from the CRC uplands  
enquiry. This consultation can be accessed from our 
website and closes on the 5th February. 
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Fifty organisations attend Metro Stakeholders' Day 
 

At a recent  
Stakeholders' Day 
held at Metro's 
Leeds HQ,  
representatives 
from 50  
organisations 
across West  
Yorkshire heard 

how they could access up to £500,000 of funding for 
rural transport and accessibility projects. 
Managed by Metro on behalf of Yorkshire Forward, 
the West Yorkshire Rural Accessibility Programme 
aims to improve access to employment and training 
by improving rural transport links through two funding 
streams between 2009 and 2012. 
Improve access 
Schemes such as enhanced local bus services, car 
clubs and community transport will be funded by the 
West Yorkshire Rural Transport Delegated Fund 
while the Rural Access to Services Delegated Fund is 
targeted at rural Leeds and Wakefield, and aims to 
improve access to key employment and training  
services in these areas. The programme follows on 
from the successful Rural Transport Programme, 
which Metro also managed on behalf of Yorkshire 
Forward.  
New and innovative ideas  
"Metro helped improve rural transport for a range of 
successful projects in the previous programme, and 
is delighted to be part of the Rural Accessibility  
Programme," said Metro Chairman Cllr Ryk Downes. 
"The diverse range of projects funded included 
Keighley Dial-and-Ride, a new vehicle for the 
Meltham Minibus and the Heptonstall 42 Bridleway 
improvements. "I look forward to seeing the range of 
new and innovative ideas for connecting isolated,  
rural areas with training and employment  
opportunities as they come through in the next three 
years." 
Positive impact  
Andy Tordoff, Assistant Director of Environment at 
Yorkshire Forward (Rural Renaissance) commented; 
"Linking rural communities with employment and  
education opportunities is vital and the Rural  
Accessibility Programme funds targeted transport 
schemes which will have a positive impact on  
people's lives and the rural economy." 
Any organisation interested in finding out more 
information on the programme and the funding 
streams should  
email Metro's Rural Accessibiltiy Adviser Peter Coello 
or call him on 0113 251 7416. 
www.wymetro.com 
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Research conducted by Bauman Lyons, on behalf of 
the Rural Capitals team at Yorkshire Forward, into 
Distinctive Futures for our market towns has been 
completed. 
 
The aim of the study was to explore distinctiveness 
as a driver of economic growth and if the distinctive 
approach could be implemented in our region  
considering the current economic and environmental 
contexts, overall the answer was yes. 
 
Whilst many towns claim to be ‘distinctive’ the report 
highlighted that the most successful distinctive towns 
are those where distinctiveness is multilayered, 
where for example, a book town is supported by a 
thriving food market, has good signage and is well 
maintained. The most successful and sustainable  
distinctive towns are those where the distinctive idea 
has come from the grass roots and evolved over 
many years. 
 
It was identified that there is role for support and  
encouragement in the form of mentoring and small 
grants which can enable entrepreneurs to get these 
ideas off the ground in the early years. A five stage 
process was developed together with a series of  
recommendations for supporting distinctiveness,  
including a pilot scheme and mapping local 
 distinctiveness.   
To support the mapping process the study also pro-
vides an appendix of existing distinctive delivery 
models and approaches and how they work. This is 
to act as a starting point for any town looking to  
highlight their distinctiveness. 
 
For more information about the distinctive towns  
research or for an electronic copy of the report please 
contact Holly Forquilha  
holly.forquilha@yorkshire-forward.com or telephone 
0113 3945798 
 
http://www.yorkshire-forward.com/sites/default/files/
documents/091105%20Distinctive%20Futures%20Final%
20Report%20-%20Low%20resolution.pdf 
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Environmental  
Stewardship is an agri-
environment scheme that 
provides funding to  
farmers and other land 
managers in England who 
deliver effective  
environmental  
management on their 
land.  It is managed by 

Natural England.   
The scheme has ensured that thousands of farmers 
and land managers have the funding and advice 
available to help them carry out work to conserve and 
improve the countryside.   
Environmental Stewardship aims to: 
· conserve wildlife (biodiversity) 
· maintain and enhance landscape quality and 
character 
· protect the historic environment and natural  
resources 
· promote public access and understanding of the 
countryside 
· protect natural resources. 
There are four elements to Environmental  
Stewardship: 

Entry Level Stewardship (ELS) provides a 
straightforward approach to supporting the 
good stewardship of the countryside.  It is 
open to all farmers and landowners who can 
receive up to £30 per hectare per year for  

      delivering simple yet effective environmental 
management.   

      Uplands ELS is a new strand of  
      Environmental Stewardship, designed  
      specifically for upland farmers. It is part of the 

Entry Level Stewardship and enables farmers 
in the uplands to receive a higher payment in 
return for a greater commitment to simple, yet 
effective environmental management. Unlike 
the Hill Farm Allowance (HFA) which  

      excluded dairy farmers and those with very 
small holdings.  Uplands ELS will be open to 
all farmers and land managers in England’s 
‘Severely Disadvantaged Areas’ (SDAs),  

      providing they meet the rules. 
Organic Entry Level Stewardship (OELS) is the 

organic strand of ELS. It is geared to organic 
and organic/conventional mixed farming   

      systems and is open to all farmers not  
      receiving Organic Farming Scheme aid.  A 

payment of £60 per hectare per year for all 
the organic land registered with an Organic 
Inspection Body that is entered into the 

scheme.  Aid for converting conventionally 
farmed improved land and established 

      top-fruit orchards (planted with pears, plums, 
cherries and apples, excluding cider apples) 
is also available as a top-up to OELS  

      payments. Payment rates are £175 per  
      hectare per year for two years for improved 

land and £600 per hectare per year for three 
years for established top fruit orchards. 

Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) involves more 
complex types of management, where land 
managers need advice and support, and 
agreements are tailored to local  

      circumstances. HLS applications will be  
      assessed against specific local targets and 

agreements will be offered where they meet 
these targets and represent good value for 
money.  HLS agreements are for ten years. 
Payments are sent out every six months and 
relate to the options that have been chosen. 
HLS includes payments for capital items such 
as hedgerow restoration. 

What type of works are carried out under these 
schemes? 
The schemes are made up of a varied list of  
management options, which are suitable for most 
farm types.  These include: 

Nectar flower mixtures ; sowing an area of  
      flowering plants boosts the availability of food 

sources for a range of nectar-feeding insects 
like bumblebees and butterflies.   

Un-harvested cereal headlands within arable 
fields ; this option provides a year-round food 
supply for birds, and a habitat for arable 
plants and insects. 

Low input grassland ; this option permanent 
grassland managed with low inputs of fertiliser 
and sprays will sustain a greater variety of 
plants and wildlife. 

Stone wall protection and maintenance ; stone 
walls of all types are important for stock 

      management and as landscape and historic 
features. 

Options for buffer strips and field margins; 
buffer strips have wide range of benefits; 

      creating new habitats for mammals, stabilising 
banks and protecting habitats from sprays 
and cultivation.   

 What has been achieved in Yorkshire and the 
Humber? 
 
The number of ELS agreements has hit an all time 
high in the region, with over 4,680 farmers and land 
managers doing their bit to protect local wildlife and 
enhance our countryside.  This means that over 
617,000 hectares, or over half of our region’s  
agricultural land is being protected by simple, yet  
effective land management.   

 
                                                Cont…….. 



Cont…….. 
 
Where to go to find 
out more 
 
We have a team of 
advisers who are 
happy to help with 
applications.   
Telephone 0300 060 
1116.  Lines are 

open from 08.30 to 17.00, Monday to Friday.   
 
ELS applications can even be made online, this 
means. 

Quicker application process 
Points calculated as you add features/options 
Boundary measurement tool 
Easy to download software with user friendly 

functions 
A dedicated Online Helpdesk team 

 
To find out more contact the Online Team on:  
els.online@naturalengland.org.uk or telephone  
01905 362700 / 01905 362711.  Lines are open from 
08.30 to 17.00 Monday to Friday.   
 
For more general information follow this link to the 
Environmental Stewardship pages on Natural  
England’s web site: 
 http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/
funding/es/default.aspx 
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On-the-ground trials launched to pioneer new 
forms of sustainable upland land management   
Natural England recently launched Vital Uplands - a 
2060 Vision for England’s uplands - which examines 
how the uplands could be sustainably managed over 
the next fifty years to secure the food production role 
that they have played in recent decades while  
delivering a wide range of other public benefits. 
Natural England’s Acting Chair, Poul Christensen 
said, “Our Vision is the starting point for a dialogue 
we want to have with upland stakeholders up and 
down the country about how we can all work together 
to shape the future of the uplands. The uplands  
provide society with a huge range of services – they 
are vital for food production, carbon storage and  
climate regulation, flood management, and water 
supply, as well as providing inspirational landscapes 
for recreation and homes to many rare and important 
species. Working with partners and stakeholders we 
want to explore ways in which hill farmers and other 
upland land managers can deliver a wider range of 
environmental services that will put them and upland 
communities onto a more sustainable and  

economically successful footing”. 
Poul Christensen continued, “The vulnerability of  
upland environments, the delicate economic state of 
many upland hill farms, and the ongoing challenge of 
climate change mean that a debate about the future 
direction of upland management is timely. It is  
increasingly clear that a business-as-usual approach 
will be less and less able to address the challenges 
of the future and that we urgently need to consider 
how best to sustain the value of the uplands. We 
hope the publication of our Vision will be a catalyst 
for a wide-ranging discussion among all those with an 
interest in the future of the uplands on how these vital 
landscapes can be managed in the future.” 
The Vital Uplands report – and the detailed descrip-
tion of environmental services that goes with it* -  
describes how the Uplands might look and be  
managed in fifty years’ time, with future land  
management targeted towards delivering: 
·       Sustainable production of food, wood and other      
 raw materials  
·       Mitigation and reduction of climate change  
·       Resilient upland ecosystems 
·       Vibrant upland communities and economies 
·       Clean water supplies from upland rivers and  
          lakes 
·       Reduction of ‘natural’ hazards – such as  
 flooding and wildfire 
·       Health and wellbeing benefits  
To achieve these goals, Natural England is looking to 
explore how upland communities can be better  
supported by focusing land management on the  
following critical food and environmental services:  
     Upland soil and peat resources need to be  
managed sustainably. Action is needed to ensure 
that eroding peat soils and blanket bog are stabilised, 
properly vegetated, and can actively absorb carbon. 
At present -  because of erosion, oxidation, and  
burning - up to 4 million tonnes of carbon dioxide are 
being released per year from English peatlands,  
comparable to CO2 emissions from domestic  
aviation.  
       Open upland heaths, bogs and grasslands are a 
major part of what makes our upland landscapes  
distinctive and these habitats need to be sustainably 
managed alongside grouse moor management that 
involves sustainable grazing and burning. 
       The level of upland grazing needs to be matched 
to deliver different environmental services. In some 
areas, higher grazing levels will be needed for food 
production; in others, lower grazing is required to se-
cure benefits such as water quality  
improvement and peatland re-vegetation.  
       More, and better managed, woodlands. Grazing 
levels may need to be adjusted to allow natural  
regeneration of native woodlands, increase woodland 
cover and link existing woodland areas.  In 50 years’ 
time Natural England would like to see up to 25% of 
the uplands with some form of woodland cover. 
                                                                Cont……….. 



Green energy. The uplands can provide green  
energy in the form of renewable wood-fuel, water 
power, ground source heat, solar and wind  
technologies in appropriate locations.   
      Low-carbon growth.  More can be done to  
promote upland business, built development and 
transport focussed on low-carbon growth. 
Accompanying the Vision, Natural England also  
announced three pilot projects – in Cumbria, the 
South West uplands and Yorkshire – which will  
explore how the provision of a broader range of  
environmental services can be turned into genuine 
business opportunities for farmers and land  
managers. The pilots will go live in 2010 and will trial 
ways in which local upland management can be 
geared to the delivery of multiple public benefits. 
Poul Christensen continued, “The uplands provide a 
range of critical environmental services that deliver 
wide-ranging public benefit and that needs to be  
sustained. By adapting the way the uplands are  
managed there are real opportunities to maximise 
these benefits and to strengthen the economics of 
upland hill farming, helping secure the livelihoods of 
hill farmers and upland communities. The uplands 
face many challenges and in the face of this we need 
a 21st century approach which recognises that food 
production, a healthy natural environment and the 
economic stability of the uplands go hand-in-hand.” 
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Photograph  
reproduced by  
permission from  
Forestry  
Commission Library 
John McFarlane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our natural environment provides us with clean air to 
breathe, drinking water; food, fuel and raw materials 
from the land and sea; it regulates our climate; it 
stems flood waters and it filters pollution.  Our  
beautiful moors, dales, vales and coast are integral to 
the region’s heritage and valued by millions of people 
as a place to live, work, visit and enjoy.  The food and 
agriculture industry alone is worth over £6 billion to 
the region’s economy. 
 
However, Natural England’s “State of the 
Environment” report showed that the natural  
environment in England is “much less rich than 50 
years ago” –Another sign of problems were the floods 

in summer 2007.  Insurance claims alone totalled 
£1.5 billion in Yorkshire.    
 
Yet we now have the knowledge to manage flood risk 
far more holistically, utilising woodland, soils and salt 
marshes as natural barriers to reduce run-off or  
protect coastline and so reduce the risk of flooding.   
 
Alkborough Flats comprises 440 ha of low-lying land 
on the south bank of the Humber .  In 2006 a 20 m 
wide breach was cut into the flood defence bank and 
the land was converted to inter-tidal mudflat, 
saltmarsh and reedbed. The land now serves as  
storage capacity during extreme storm surges.  It is 
calculated that there is an annual flood protection 
benefit of over £400,000.  The area has become a 
haven for wildlife with 150 bird species recorded.   
Wildlife and habitat on the site has been valued at 
£535,000 per year.  The new intertidal area also 
plays a role in climate regulation, approximately 539 
tonnes per year of carbon are trapped in sediments, 
worth an estimated £14,553 per year.  
 
Our humble peat bogs store the equivalent of 20 
times the country's total annual CO2 emissions.  
They are also a place for rare biodiversity to thrive 
and for people to enjoy nature, and a huge water 
storage and purification system for many of the  
region’s major cities.   
 
Green spaces transform city life, cooling our cities, 
filtering out pollutants and having a startling impact 
on the activity levels of local people.   
 
We know that a quarter of adults in the Region are 
obese.  People who live furthest from public parks 
are 27 per cent more likely to be overweight or 
obese.    
 
We are no longer in a situation where we should  
simply think about protecting our natural environment 
from damage, but rather we need to take far-reaching 
decisions to invest in our natural systems now so that 
they continue to provide the services we need in the 
future.   
 
Work is ongoing to advocate the role the natural  
environment can play in tackling some of the region’s 
landmark social and economic issues.   For more  
information on this work please contact Tim Ashelford 
at GOYH, Tim.ashelford@goyh.gsi.gov.uk 
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Yorkshire Forward supports rural areas through  
investments via a range of projects and programmes; 
these include Rural Capitals, Environmental Assets, 
the Rural Development Programme for England and 
the Visitor Economy. 
This article highlights what has been happening in 
each of these work areas. 
Renaissance Market Towns/Rural Capitals  
Programme 
Yorkshire Forward invested approximately £24million 
through the Renaissance Market Towns programme 
in the last five years up to March 2010 in 28 towns 
throughout the region to develop diverse and vibrant 
economies.  
Yorkshire Forward is now in the process of  
developing a Rural Capitals Programme investing 
approximately £30m in the next five years. The Rural 
Capitals programme builds upon the successes of 
the Renaissance Market Towns programme. By  
focusing on improving the economies of our rural 
capitals, the programme will develop stronger, more 
diverse and resilient centres. 
An Enterprising Rural Capitals programme is also 
being developed to create high quality business 
space in the regions’ rural capitals by engaging the 
private sector as the recession and its impacts are 
felt. This focus will minimise the cost to the public 
sector as budgets in the future are likely to reduce. 
Environmental Assets 
Five projects are supported through this programme 
(Green Infrastructure, The Regional Flood Defence 
Levy Fund, Woodland Management for Woodfuel, 
Upper Woodhead Farm/Wombwell Wood and The 
Humber Environmental Data Centre) total investment 
in these projects is £7.6 million to date. 
Rural Development Programme for England 
(RDPE). 
Yorkshire Forward administers the Rural  
Development Programme for England (RDPE) which 
has a budget of £65million up until 2013 to support 
the rural economy and its environment. The RDPE is 
jointly funded by the EU and the UK Government 
through Defra. 
Since January 2008, 218 projects/businesses in the 
region have been supported with approximately 
£35.5m.  
LEADER this is part of the RDPE and empowers 
people in local communities to improve where they 
live by focusing on basic services, culture and  
heritage and village development and renewal. There 
is £17.1million available to local communities up until 
2013 and there are six LEADER  
partnerships delivering the LEADER programme 
within the region.  
 

Visitor Economy  
In April 2009 Yorkshire Forward announced it was to 
invest £30million over three years in the Regional 
Tourism Programme to support tourism businesses in 
the region. The investment has brought Welcome to 
Yorkshire and six tourism partnerships to work more 
closely together to achieve the target of increasing 
the value of the visitor economy in Yorkshire &  
Humber region by 5% annually.  
 
Yorkshire Forward outputs  Number achieved in 
rural areas in 2008/09 
 
Jobs created and safe guarded   2457 
People assisted to get a job      626 
New business created       268 
Business assisted to  
improve their performance          10,082 
Public and private regeneration 
investment levered                                  £13 million 
People assisted in their skills development  417 

Source: Yorkshire Forward Annual Report 2008/09 
 

For more information about these programmes 
please visit our website – 
www.yorkshire-forward.com/rural or contact Edward 
Poulter at Edward.Poulter@Yorkshire-Forward.com. 
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Since the Launch of the North Yorkshire Credit Union 
six months ago in May 2009, we have been  
undergoing rapid expansion and membership growth. 
In April the York Credit union had a membership of 
1100, and by expanding its “common bond” to  
include anyone that lives or works in North Yorkshire 
we changed our name to North Yorkshire credit  
Union. Now on 30th November our membership has 
reached 2234 a 100% increase reaching our 1st years 
projected membership growth six months ahead  
target.  
The Board of Directors have approved a new  
business plan that will bring forward further  
expansion and services in 2010. We hope to be able 
to offer the Credit Union Current Account to our 
members and insurance products as well as a Junior 
Saver account and Schools savings schemes. More 
information on our plans will be in our next Newsletter 
in 2010.  
Nicholas Marshall.  Project Manager 
http://www.nycu.org.uk/  


