
����������	�
 �
�� �

����������������	
��	���
���������
����������������

��� ���	��� �

���� ����
������

�	����	������	 � ������ ����� �

�	��������������	�
����	����������	���
������
������������
	
����� 	��! ��	��	
	!����"	���!#	���� �������!�	�	
�
���
�������"� 	�
�!��������!��$�����!���	!�	������$%��&�!#��! � 	��" 	�$����	���!#�����������
������	�
�	#��!��! ���������	����	�����	�	!�����!������	���� &
���	��! ���	�
��'	��������
����	���&���

��!����(� �������

������	������ �������� ���)����(�$����*�
&���%'�$�!�����&�
����$�������#��& �

�
������	�������
!"�

#��
���$�����

The economy dominates the agenda. We had 
Helen West CEO of Business Link to speak at 
the Forum about how they were trying to help 
business. Her speech will be on our website 
soon. Helen did say they were opening a con-
siderable number of “contact points” so those of 
us who find websites difficult can access written 
information and a list of contacts. The East of 
England RDA has produced a schematic map 
www. bizmapeast.co.uk/station.aspx  which is  
designed around the London Underground  
concept. You just click on the stations and it 
tells you where to get information. There is a 
printed copy on page 4        
 
The other major effort is the ongoing issue of  
mainstreaming and rural delivery equitability. 
Mike Feist has covered some areas of this. The 
RAF is working with the Regional Practitioners 
Group to produce a refreshed Rural Framework 
document. We are using Rob Hindle to help us.  
It is clear that Defra expects the RAF to  
spearhead the rural proofing agenda in the 
 region across all Govt delivery including GO, 
DA, LA, Health, Transport and so on. The new 
document is therefore our Manifesto, in  
partnership with other rural interests, to 
 articulate what the rural contribution to the new 
SNR regional structures looks like. How can the  
revised RAF influence and add value to  
strategies and processes? It is still in draft if 
you wish to contribute please ask me for a 
copy. We aim to have a final version by end of 
March .  
 
At the meeting with our Minister Rt Hon Huw  

Irranca-Davies last week I was able to  
emphasis to him (in response to him asking 
how he could help us deliver the DSO Strong 
Rural Communities) that we would like his  
support to help us embed rural in the new  
Regional Structures. He will respond to this 
 request and I believe involve the Regional  
Minister to help.  
 
The RAF”s are the major part of the  
Partnership Group working with Defra to deliver 
the Strong Rural Communities Agenda so we 
will be able to report  how we are getting on 
with this very important strategy. It was also 
confirmed at this meeting that Defra continued 
to expect RAF to be the rural voice delivering 
expertise to both them and CRC from the  
Regional prospective and I will be arranging the 
website so that we have a specific section on 
the Defra DSO. 
 
 At the Forum we also had the Audit  
Commission explaining how they will be  
monitoring LSP/LAA through the  
Comprehensive Area Assessments (CAA). 
Their work will be vital evidence for us. The  
paper in on our website. We will be having  
further meetings to see how we can help in 
their process to ensure equitable service  
delivery in rural areas.  
 
 Finally I have been engaging with Mandy  
Wilson and her colleagues at the National 
 Empowerment Partnership to get rurality  
written in to this very important Government 
policy at the Regional level. There are some 
further details in this RM and the website tries 
to inform where events are taking place. Bill 
Cross of Rural Action Yorkshire (RCC ) is  
working with us on this. 
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Two significant government documents on rural       
issues have appeared in the last couple of months - 
the Government’ responses to the House of  
Commons Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  
Committee’s report on The Potential of England’s  
Rural Economy and the Rural Advocate’s report on 
England’s rural areas: steps to release their        
 economic potential. 
 
 For further information on the Government  
responses to the two reports see: 
  
http/www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmenvfru.htm 
 (Click on The Potential for Englands Rural  
Economy) 
    
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/pdfs/voice/rural-
advocate-response.pdf 
  
In both documents the Government reaffirms its  
commitment to strong rural communities and its  
desire to see all rural economies fulfilling their  
realistic economic potential within environmental  
limits. In meeting people’s needs, the Government 
seeks equity and fairness wherever people live and 
this applies as much to addressing the economic 
downturn as it does for service delivery issues. The 
responses explain Defra’s role in helping other  
government departments understand the rural 
dimension to their policies and programmes and 
identifying where there is disadvantage and relative 
under-performance. In undertaking this role Defra is 
working with a range of bodies at national and          
regional level to ensure that decisions are well-
informed, evidence-based and targeting greater  
resources at areas of greatest need. 
 
 These points were reiterated by the Secretary of 
State, Hilary Benn, at a Commission for Rural  
Communities conference on the rural economy in 
York on 5th February. He spoke of the resilience of 
rural areas and the varying impact of the economic 
downtown in such areas. He outlined current          
support measures to deal with this impact at national 
and regional level and how the potential of rural        
areas might be stimulated by giving greater publicity 
to the successes and innovation shown by rural     
enterprise. His speech can be found at: 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/ministers/speeches/default.asp  
  

 (Click on Hilary Benn 050209)  
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 Evidence Gathering Phase (February – May 
2009) 
The Inquiry is now actively gathering evidence from 
the following sources: 
 
  
· A public call for evidence: CRC is promoting 
this request through arrange of trade journals but 
also on its web site. All interested parties are asked 
to access the documentation and respond by the 
deadline of April 24th 2009 
· A series of inquiry panel hearings: Six 
 hearings will be hosted, the first was held in Ludlow 
in mid February. These are closed sessions to hear 
the views of regional and local stakeholders. A 
 synopsis of each hearing will appear on the CRC 
web site within two weeks of the hearing. The dates 
and venues of the other hearings are: 

 
 Seminars: A short series of themed seminars 
based around topics such as Upland Economies; 
Upland Communities; Public Good and Benefits; 
International Good Practice etc will be held at 
 various venues through March April and May.  
Details will be on the CRC website and specialist 
papers from these events will contribute to the  
evidence base of the Inquiry 
Data Analysis and Narrative:  CRC will explore 
available datasets on economic and social  
characteristics of the Uplands. A short state of the 
Uplands Report will be produced to supplement the 
report                                                                 
Commissioned Research:  this will be used to fill 
perceived gaps 
 Interested parties are asked to keep in touch with 
the Inquiry through the CRC website on which 
regular progress reviews will be published. 
www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk 

Location  Date 
Yorkshire (Harrogate)  March 10 th & 11th  
North East (Alnwick)  March 18 th  & 19th  
East Midlands 
(Buxton)  

March 25 th & 26th  

South West (Newton 
Abbot)  

April 23 rd & 24th  

North West (Penrith)  May 19 th & 20th  
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The National Empowerment Partnership for Y&H 
http://www.yhep.org.uk/ is one of nine regional  
bodies. Our purpose is to increase empowerment 
activity,  
co-ordinate dialogue and learning across sectors 
and demonstrate the difference that community  
empowerment can make. The programme is being 
managed by COGS 
http://www.cogs.uk.net  
 
 We have two guiding bodies the consortium of  
partners and the community panel. RAF has a 
 position on the consortium. We publish a regular 
newsletter, should you like a copy please contact 
us. 
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The act came into being in October 2007 with the 
aim of promoting the sustainability of local  
communities. 
It allows councils and communities to drive the 
actions of central government to sustain local 
communities. 
We can get involved by contacting our local  
councillors urging them to use the Sustainable 
Communities Act process to submit proposals to 
government by 31st July 2009. 
 
 Further details including sample letters can be 
found at  
 
 http://www.localworks.org/node/4 
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Supporting people through the recession 
  
This is a report written by Local Government and 
the National Council for Voluntary Organisations. 
 
It highlights a number of positive ways in which they 
can work together through the recession 
 
The report can be downloaded at 
  http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=1572509 
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FREE 4 day course in Yorkshire region   
COGS has been commissioned by the Homes and 
Communities Academy to deliver a learning  
programme in this region. The programme is being 
run in partnership with Integreat Yorkshire and the 
Regional Empowerment Partnership. You have 
been suggested as a valuable contact through 
which to network, publicise and promote this 
programme.  
  
The programme is aimed at paid workers carrying 
out community development and capacity building 
support to groups - though not just those who have 
community development as part of their job  
description / title. We will hope to recruit people 
from across a range of sectors including health, 
housing, transport, neighbourhood 
management, regeneration, area committee support 
and so on - whose role includes support to  
communities, community groups, and projects. The 
 learning will aim to raise awareness of sustainable 
communities work - ideas based on the Egan 
Wheel, the role of community based practitioners 
and how they relate to other occupations involved in 
sustainable communities, the skills required etc.  
  
The programme will take place in Wakefield on 30th 
& 31st March, 27th and 28th April 2009.  
Participants will be expected to carry out a short 
piece of research to  
analyse development in their own or another  
community in between these blocks. Places are free 
but there are a limited number so you are advised 
to get your applications in early.  
  
You can obtain publicity, information and application 
forms from  
www.cogs.uk.net  
or at  
www.integreatyorkshire.com  
 
 www.hcaacademy.co.uk  
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Business Link Yorkshire aims to target its activities 
to meet local needs, and to this end, the rural and 
land-based agendas are of key importance to us. 
29% of all the businesses we have worked so far 
this financial year are in rural areas. To build on the 
work done so far Business Link is piloting a series 
of six rural road shows to show people how to make 
the most of this spirit of enterprise. They are  
designed to be fun and engaging but also to  
illustrate qualities, like motivation, that people have 
and need to develop to be more enterprising.  
Established businesses, as well as people 
 interested in starting up, are also very welcome 
and they will be able to access advice about  
subjects like finance and management. There will 
also be advice on offer for people who may already 
have a business idea and those who would like to 
work for themselves but need help in identifying an 
idea. 
 A cross between the Crystal Maze and the Krypton 
Factor, the road shows feature a series of mental 
and physical challenges laid out in five zones. They 
are designed for people with a wide range of  
abilities and cover themes like skills, resource and 
opportunity. You can even do a quiz challenge to 
find out what kind of character type you are –  
perhaps you’re a ‘life juggler’ or someone who likes 
the thrill of high risks? 
 Business Link partnership manager John Fox said, 

“There are lots of high achievers with great  
business potential in rural Yorkshire. They might 
want to turn their hobby into self-employment, have 
an idea for a new product or be an established  
business needing advice. Our business advisers will 
be on hand to help. It will also be a chance for  
aspiring entrepreneurs to get together with other  
likeminded people in their community.”  
 Untapped business and enterprise potential in rural 
areas is currently a hot topic. At a rural innovation 
summit in York in February, Hilary Benn, Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 
heard how releasing that potential could make a 
major contribution to Yorkshire and Humber’s  
regional economy. Rural businesses are already 
 well-known for their resilience and diversity, and in 
Yorkshire, there are many entrepreneurs who have 
founded successful businesses in sectors from gifts 
to digital media. 
 The full programme of Business Link Rural  
Enterprise Shows is: 
 Mon 2 March, Pickering Memorial Hall, Potter 
Hill, Pickering 
Tue 3 March, The Coliseum, Victoria Place, 
Whitby 
Wed 4 March, The Milton Rooms, Market Place, 
Malton 
Thur 5 March, Evron, Centre Concert Hall, John 
Street, Filey 
Fri 6 March, The Spa, South Marine Drive,  
Bridlington 
 A further rural enterprise event will also take place 
in Scarborough on 18 March, and further details will 
be announced shortly. 
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Businesses are now able to use the option of Asset 
Finance (AF), to raise the private finance required 
to match the Rural Enterprise Investment  
Programme grant, if they would like to contract with 
Yorkshire Forward by end of March 2010 for Rural 
Enterprise Investment Programme funding.  This 
change has been instigated in light of the current 
economic climate, with some businesses struggling 
to access the level of private finance that may have 
been previously available to them. 
 
 Key things to note are: 
 
 If the business needs to use Asset Finance to fund 
a project, then Yorkshire Forward will accept  
applications that cover up to 5 years of activity 
(rather than just the standard 3 years).  
 
 Grant will be paid at the intervention rate on each 
claim (£50,000 paid out on Asset Finance, will get 
£20,000 grant, if working at 40% grant rate).  
 
 Yorkshire Forward will generally accept up to 5 
claims within the Rural Enterprise Investment 
Programme contracting period up to the 1st October 
2013. 
 
 The business would have to be working on a lease 
or hire PURCHASE basis.  Rural Enterprise  
Investment Programme funding would not be 
 allowed on items that are purely being leased or 
hired.  
 
 The kit needs to be fully owned by the end of five 
years (i.e. the Asset Finance facility cannot be for 
more than five years).  
 
 Further information on the Rural Development  
Programme for England, including the latest REIP 
guidance and Expression of Interest form, may be 
accessed at the Yorkshire Forward website: 
 www.Yorkshire-Forward.com/rdpe 
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The Yorkshire Rural Academy (YRA) is a  
collaboration between four partners; Askham Bryan 
College, Craven College, York St John 
University and Lantra who offer specialised skills, 
education and training across the region aimed at 
the rural community.  
 
The Yorkshire Rural Academy offers an exciting 
new focus for training enabling people in the region 
to raise their educational and career aspirations and 
improve their skills so that rural businesses can 
continue to prosper in the current economic climate.  
 
 The YRA is currently running a series of half and 
full day courses focused on improving business  
performance. Courses include ‘Finding Grants to 
suit Your Business’, ‘Surviving without Subsidy’ and 
‘Making your business viable for the future’. 
 
 Subsidised by the Rural Development Programme 
for England, the courses are aimed at the  
agricultural, horticultural and forestry industries. 
More details will be available at a series of 18  
roadshow dates that the YRA are holding in 
 conjunction with Business Link Yorkshire.  
 
 The first of these roadshow dates will be held at 
Leyburn town market on Friday 6th March. Visitors 
will have the chance to chat informally with partner 
advisors about training opportunities, learn about 
courses on offer, receive business support and ask 
any questions. 
 
 The other YRA Roadshows are at : 
Leyburn town market , Settle town market,  York 
Auction Mart,  Thirsk Auction Mart, Helmsley 
town market & Skipton Auction Mart   
 
 
For further information please contact Emma  
Leyland, Yorkshire Rural Academy at 
E.Leyland@yorksj.ac.uk  or on 01904 876373 or 
visit www.yorkshire-rural-academy.co.uk  
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Mapping Local Food 
Webs, part of the ‘Making 
Local Food Work’ 
programme , is a new 
project that CPRE is  
involved in, and which 
aims to give people the 
materials and support 
they need to ‘map’ –  
research and record - 
their local food networks 
or webs across England. 
A food web consists of the 
links between farmers and 
growers, processors,  
suppliers, local 
food shops, as well as other local food providers 
such as farmers markets, box schemes, community 
supported agriculture and food cooperatives, 
through to consumers.  
 
 The findings should increase understanding of the 
links between producers and consumers, and the 
benefits those links bring to people in urban and  
rural areas. By finding out how local food webs work 
in individual towns and cities, this project will   
encourage understanding of local food webs and 
promote support for local food production and better 
availability. 
 
Mapping your local food web could help your  
community by…. 
 
  
· Building links within the community amongst 
residents, shop keepers, farmers and policy makers 
· Developing research skills amongst local people 
· Achieving a greater understanding of some of 
the challenges facing local food webs 
· Creating opportunities to influence local policy 
and planning decisions 
Designing action plans for local projects in your 
area 
 
 The first phase of the project is currently running in 
Sheffield, and it is due to be rolled out to three other 
locations across the region from March. The  
Regional Coordinator for Yorkshire & Humber, 
Lizzie Fellows would like to hear from anyone who 
is interested in being involved in the project, would 
like to find out more info, or has some time that they 
are able to give to help with the research over the 
next few months as the project progresses in  

Sheffield and beyond. You can contact Lizzie at  
elizabethf@cpre.org.uk or on 07843 626258. 
 
 www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk  
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Climate change is 
one of the greatest 
challenges facing 
our society. In 
Yorkshire and 
Humber we are 
uniquely exposed 
to the threats and 
opportunities a 

changing climate will bring. 

The revision of the Climate Change Plan for     
Yorkshire and Humber and the completion of the 
Regional Adaptation Study mark major milestones 
in the drive to better understand the challenges 
ahead in tackling climate change in the region. The 
Climate Change Plan gives the region clear         
direction in addressing climate change issues whilst 
the Adaptation Study places its focus firmly on    
climate changes already underway and how the  
region can respond to them. 

These two major documents are to be jointly 
launched at the Royal York Hotel, York on Friday 13 
March 2009. The keynote speaker for the event is 
the Rt Hon Hilary Benn, Secretary of State for     
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 

For further details about the event contact: 
events@yhassembly.gov.uk  
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Rural economic policy refresh workshop; 13 th March 
2009 
 I would like to invite you to contribute to Yorkshire 
Forwards refresh of it’s rural economic policy, by 
attending a workshop on the 13th March 2009 from 
10am – 2pm at the Round Foundry in Leeds. 
 
 We are refreshing our rural economic policy as we 
recognise that we are not expressing our ambition 
for the regions rural areas as effectively as we 
might. Nor are we currently picking up subtleties in 
the regions rural economies, such as the difference 
between agriculture in the uplands and agriculture 
elsewhere in the region. 
 
 In addition, there are other reasons to look again at 
our policy on rural economic development.  
Developing the new Integrated Regional Strategy is 
likely to lead to better understanding of the links  
between urban and rural parts of the region.  
Equally, the development of City Regions demands 
that better we articulate what contribution rural  
areas can make to urban ambitions, and that we 
have a robust policy on economic development  
outside city regions. 
 
 I am keen to invite a wide range of contributions to 
our workshop, beyond colleagues who work on rural 
issues day in day out. Naturally there is a place for 
their contribution, but increasingly we need to move 
beyond our spatial and thematic silos. So I would 
very much welcome your attendance if your work 
relates to rural development, but it’s not your sole 
remit. 
 
 An agenda for the day will be circulated to  
attendees in advance, but to summarise we will  
begin with some thought provoking presentations, 
and a presentation of the relevant evidence,  
followed by a series of discussion sessions. 
 
 There are a limited number of places, so can I ask 
you to let my colleague Katherine Breitner know if 
you plan to attend at Kathryn.Breitner@yorkshire-
forward.com Places will be allocated on a first come 
first served basis, so please respond asap, and 
apologies for the relatively short notice.  
 I hope you will find this event interesting, useful and 
productive and I look forward to your contribution on 
the day. 
  
Tim Frenneaux 
Rural Strategy Manager 
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 BBC Children in Need is seeking to recruit 
 individuals with extensive and demonstrable  
experience of improving outcomes for children and 
young people to provide independent, objective 
contributions to its Northern Regional Committee . 
 The Northern Regional Committee is the key 
mechanism for advising the Trustees on which  
organisations should be funded by BBC Children in 
Need in the North of England, an area which covers 
Yorkshire & Humber, North Lincolnshire, the North 
East, the North West and Cumbria. 
This is an opportunity to ensure that BBC Children 
in Need funds projects which fulfil its mission to 
positively change the lives of disadvantaged  
children and young people in the UK and that  funds 
are distributed across the Northern Region in an 
effective and objective manner. 
Candidates should have significant professional 
 experience of providing services which have  
positively improved the life chances 
of disadvantaged children and young people, good 
report writing skills, a good level of IT literacy and 
the ability to resolve issues through negotiation.  
Applicants for the role of Chair or Vice Chair must 
also have excellent leadership skills and experience 
of chairing professional and strategic meetings at a 
senior level.  As we seek to maintain a balance of 
skills and experience across our Committee we will 
be actively seeking to select new Committee  
Members who add value by bringing diversity to the 
current membership.  
 The time commitment is anticipated to be up to 6 
days in the first year for Committee Members rising 
to 10 in the second and final year.  Vice Chair will 
be up to 12 days and the Chair will need to commit 
up to 14 days per year.  In addition there is time 
spent reading applications before each meeting.  As 
Committee meetings take place at BBC venues 
across the North of England some travel and  
overnight stays are involved. Any offer of a role on 
our Committee will be subject to a CRB check.   
 For further information about the role please  
contact David Carnaffan on 0191 2441401 
david.carnaffan@bbc.co.uk  or 
or Elaine James on 0113 2247155 
elaine.james@bbc.co.uk.  If you are interested in 
applying please send a CV and covering let-
ter  by  25th March 2009 marked for the attention of 
Harriet Stranks, BBC Children in Need Regional 
Manager (North) at our Manchester Office   
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Visit our website at  www.yhraf.org,uk 
 
Do you have an event or conference you would like 
to advertise? 
 
Or 
 
An interesting article for the newsletter 
 
If so please send details to  
yhraf@askham-bryan.ac.uk and we will be happy to 
put details on the website or in Rural Matters. 
 
 
Deadline dates for the next Rural Matters are 
 
24th April for publication on 28th April 
 
3rd July for publication on 7th July  
 
  
The next RAF Forum is on Tuesday 16th June                         
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Spring is in the air 
 

Lambing Day Sunday 22nd March 
10am—4pm 

 
 
                                                                        

           
 
                       


