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You will see a note elsewhere on our recruiting

process for a wider secretariat. We are trying to get a
project officer as well as the normal administration, at
present provided by Carol and Askham Bryan. We are
being helped with increased funding for this by Yorkshire
Forward as well as funding from Defra. The idea is that the
Chair can take a less 'hands on' role as the project officer
will drive the partnership forward.

At the same time we will be presenting to the

Steering Group the structures for the new RAF which has
been developed around the new regional governance
structures and to take forward the present Framework
document. There will be an enlarged Steering Group,
which will incorporate rural membership from the City
Regions and North Yorkshire, our functional sub-regions. It
will be a balance of invited hominees and members
nominated by the RAF membership. | will explain full
details at the next Forum meeting and ask you to consider
RAF nominations for end of October.

As you are aware | will be stepping down as Chair once
these new structures are in place. We will be formally
advertising the Chair position (non-paid but expenses)

in the first week of October with a closing date of the end
of October. Please start to encourage applicants who you
feel can take on the task of leading your new RAF for next
few years. They need not be members of the present

RAF but | would suggest they have strong rural roots

Finally, the Regional Board have agreed a Sustainable
Development Board to fit alongside the Thematic Boards
and work with the Regional Board (see July Regional
Board notes on LGYH Website)

http://www.goyh.gov.uk/ We understand that the
recruitment process for individual members will commence
shortly and that rural expertise will be sought. We would
intend to invite whoever provides this expertise onto the
new RAF Steering Group to enable a connective bridge to
be built and we hope they will accept.

Given all this in place | can retire at Christmas with job
done and the rural voice having a formal partnership
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structure to cope with Government mainstreaming of policy
delivery and the necessary rural proofing to go with it.

The Rural Affairs Forum is entering a new phase

following a review of rural governance arrangements and
changes in overall regional governance structures as part
of the Sub-National Review. This new phase will entail an
enlarged Steering Group with a focus on supporting
governance at all levels in taking forward the issues
identified in the refreshed Rural Framework, ‘Maximising
the Rural Potential in Yorkshire & The Humber’, (published
July 2009).

The Forum is looking to develop its role in offering
independent expertise on rural matters in the region and
to increase its activity in informing the development of
policy and its delivery. Consequently, the RAF is inviting
tenders from agencies, organisations and public sector
authorities in the region in contracting to deliver secretariat
and technical support services. A copy of the tender
specification is being circulated to members and can also
be obtained from the RAF website http://www.yhraf.org.uk
The deadline for submission of tenders will be 12.00 am
28" September 2009, with the successful applicant starting
as soon as possible thereafter.

The contract will be initially for one year, with the
possibility of additional years depending on the funding
available and a review of performance and needs. As a
guide, the funding available is envisaged as being between
£25,000 and £45,000 for staffing plus on-costs.

It would be much appreciated if readers of Rural
Matters could publicise this tender invitation to those who
may be interested

om) (78 )

& )




In what is expected to be the biggest ever manifesto
consultation process, the_http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/ is

highlighting the need for better services in the countryside.

As part of this, we are canvassing rural stakeholders and
asking countryside communities what they want from the
next government.

We would like to receive your views.

Our consultation paper can be downloaded

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/images/files/towardsaruralmanifestofinal2 7july2009.pdf
(450kb pdf). It is the first step on the road to a rural mani-
festo, which the network will publish this autumn.

The paper focuses on ten key areas of concern for the
countryside:

Rural proofing - designing policies that don't harm the
countryside

The rural economy after the recession
Supporting rural communities

Central government funding formulae
Safeguarding small rural schools
Affordable rural housing

Healthcare in the countryside

Rural transport and safer roads

Digital Britain in the countryside
FueI poverty in the countryside
Views received will be fed into the Rural Services Network
manifesto published later this autumn.

The threat to rural schools, the lack of affordable housing
and the high cost of living in the countryside are among the
issues we expect people will want to raise.

Submissions can be made by downloading consultation

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/imagesf/files/towardsaruralmanifestofinal2 7july2009.pdf

(450kb pdf) and emailing responses to

evidence@rsnonline.org.uk.

If you do not think you are the best person to re-
spond please do forward this email to the relevant person
in your organisation.

The consultation closes on Wednesday 30 September
20009.

Thank you in advance for your input.
Yours gratefully,
The Evidence Team

Rural Services Network
http://www.rsnonline.org.uk

Yorkshire Forward has approved its first £1million RDPE
investment in a potato marketing company, supporting
Yorkshire and Humber’s potato growers by establishing
supply chains with British

supermarkets.

York based Cockerills, which already supplies potatoes
from growers in the region to two discount retailers, will be
expanding its packhouse operation which washes, grades
and packs potatoes. The investment will double its
capacity over a five year period and it is anticipated that 85
per cent of the extra potato tonnage will be sourced from
our region’s growers.

In addition to the £1million RDPE grant, Cockerills is
investing over £2million in expanding and developing their
business. The funding will be used to build an extension on
the potato packing facility at the company’s site at
Dunnington near York. New equipment and machinery
installed will result in automated, high speed efficient
packing with a dedicated development kitchen so that
cooking quality can be assessed. Over the next five years
it has been predicted that the investment will increase
Cockerills turnover through their packhouse by 80 per cent
and 33 new jobs will be created growing the 86 strong
workforce to 119 full time equivalent posts.

Cockerills accessed their grant through the Rural
Enterprise Investment Programme which offers grants
starting from £25,000 and is available to rural businesses
wanting to grow and become more

productive.

To find out more about the support available through the
Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE)
please take a look at the Yorkshire Forward website:
www.yorkshire-forward.com/rdpe

Rural Businesses are suffering during this economic
downturn like their urban counterparts. The Federation of
Small Businesses (FSB) is particularly concerned about
the plight of sole village shops, pubs, petrol stations and
post offices during this downturn and believes urgent
action is required to give relief to those businesses at the
heart of village life and is proposing a Rural Recession
Rate Relief Scheme be adopted in this year’s Budget.

The Keep Trade Local Campaign was inspired by FSB
members and adopted by members at the annual
conference in March 2008 and is now being delivered by
members in communities across the UK. In addition to
grassroots campaigning the FSB has lobbied MPs and
Ministers in Whitehall.

Further details on the EERF website www.eerf.org.uk
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In this current economic climate it's even more
important for existing and budding businesses in rural
Yorkshire to access the support that’s available to them.

Yorkshire Forward has launched a major drive to
encourage rural businesses to access funding through the
Rural Development Programme for England. So if you're
looking to start, grow or improve a business in rural
Yorkshire, you could be eligible for support. Alimost any
enterprise in a rural postcode could be eligible for funding,
including those in tourism, food and drink, creative
industries, forestry and woodland and renewable energy.

There are three different types of funding schemes,
depending on your needs. If you're starting a new business
or growing an existing one, the Rural Enterprise
Investment Programme could provide you with grants of
50% when the projects costs are £50,000 or more. If
you're starting or expanding a new rural micro enterprise
(less than 10 employees), the Rural Business Support
Programme can provide grants of up to 50% when the
project is up to £50,000 through Business Link. Finally if
you want to introduce new technology to promote
efficiency, the Farm Resource Efficiency Programme could
provide grants of up to 50% (to a maximum of £25,000) for
capital equipment projects such as renewable power, heat,
rainwater harvesting or manure management for farming
and horticultural businesses.

For more information, including help with checking if you're
eligible for these programmes and a handy, step-by-step
guide to the application process, go to
www.yorkshire-forward.com/rural

A Yorkshire Dales dairy farmer has won a contract to
supply local hospitals with their daily milk supply after
gaining access to the NHS supply chain courtesy of the
Regional Food Group for Yorkshire & Humber (RFG).

David Oversby, from Town Head Farm Products in
Grassington, is now providing York District NHS & Leeds
District NHS, with a total of 2,000 litres of

local, fresh milk a day.

The farming business was accepted onto the NHS supply
chain in September 2008, a process that was facilitated by
the RFG, and started to supply the hospitals in February
this year.

David said: “The work and enthusiasm put in by Mel
Towler, Supply Chain Manager at the RFG, was
instrumental in enabling us to access the NHS supply
chain. Mel played a key role in helping us to complete the
tender submission - her knowledge and expertise were
invaluable. Supplying the NHS widens our sales avenues,
reducing vulnerability associated with supplying individual
sectors.”

As well as milking its own herd, Town Head Farm Products
is also processing milk from eight other Dales farms, with a
view to involving more local farms in the future. This is
something which is helping to keep dairy farming alive in
the region.

Mel Towler said: “Increasingly hospitals are reviewing their
food sourcing policies and are looking to support their local
economies and reduce food miles, which is brilliant news
for farmers in the region such as David.”

Town Head Farm Products is now in discussions with
other NHS trusts in the region about supplying them with
fresh Dales milk.

Twenty Yorkshire crop farmers dunk into LandSkills
funding to visit Barcelona to gain a greater understanding
of where their biscuit wheat is exported to and how it is
used.

The farmers, who are part of the Fantasy Farming group at
Marr, which is organised by TAG, also visited a local
farmer cooperative and a cereal farm to gain an
understanding of agriculture within the region.

Farmer and member of the Fantasy Farming group which
visited Barcelona, Robert Atkinson, said: “We see our
wheat leave the farm and rarely hear about it again.
Seeing UK exported wheat from a Spanish miller and
baker’s point of view added greatly to our understanding of
the export market place. The Catalonian miller we visited
showed us the wide range of flours that are produced for
the Spanish market and the baker introduced us to the
amazing array of breads, biscuits and cakes that he
produces. The farm visit showed us how the hot dry
summer weather in much of Spain limits cereal yields to
less than half of our own.”

Robert continued: “Such study tours add to our learning
and open our minds to the importance of investing in
training which provides the stimulus we all need to stay
ahead of the game.”

LandSkKills is jointly funded by the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development and DEFRA. LandSkills is
managed by Lantra on behalf of Yorkshire Forward.

www.lantra.co.uk/LandSkKills.
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Coast, Wolds, Wetlands & Waterways LEADER is
a hit at the Driffield Show

Photograph by courtesy of Lime Photographic

The photograph shows Driffield Show Officials,

Steve Edwards, Tim Coleman, Howard and Mrs Petch
and LEADER Local Action Group members David Tite,
(also Driffield Show Show Director), Graham Ward O.B.E.,
Dr Peter Ayling, Angela Wilkinson, John Brown,

Claire Watts, Pauline Reeve, Hilary Angle and

LAG Co-ordinator Dee Mitchell.

LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) members

enjoyed a busy networking opportunity at the Driffield
Show on 22" July.

Members helped out at a stand in the Enterprise Village
that showcases new enterprises from across the LEADER
area which covers most of the rural East Riding as well as
parts of Ryedale and Scarborough.

Visitors to the show were able to find out more about the
£2.811 million LEADER funding programme and its aims.
Chairman of the LAG, Graham Ward O.B.E. also gave an
interview www.Driffieldtoday.co.uk and explained that that
the funding is for the areas heritage and culture and to
make a difference to our rural communities. He explained
that 'the Driffield Show, as the largest one day show in the
country supports local heritage and culture in many ways
and providing a platform to showcase local enterprises
through the Enterprise Village is a good example of
partnership working for a sustainable future.’

Partners in the Driffield Show project are the Coast, Wolds,
Wetlands & Waterways LEADER programme, Growing
Routes, The Driffield Agricultural Society, the Yorkshire
Agricultural Society and the East Riding of Yorkshire
Council Business Advisory Service. Fenella Gilliat of
Growing Routes said that ' LEADER funding was vital to
help the Driffield Show project run for three years and give
local enterprises access to over 30,000 potential
customers as well as the ongoing training and support
from Growing Routes and the Yorkshire Agricultural
Society. We hope to be able to work with other local shows
in the future to help the areas rural economy.’ George
Hamilton of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society was also on
hand on the day and urges new heritage and culture
groups and enterprises interested in being involved in the
Enterprise Village next year to get in touch with the
Driffield Agricultural Society on 01377 257494 .

Information about the CWWW LEADER programme and
how to apply can be found at
www.ruralprogrammeseastyorkshire.co.uk/rdpe. The
LEADER programme is being financed by the

European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development as well
as Defra and is being overseen by Yorkshire Forward as
part of the Rural Development

Programme for England.

£1.25 million LandSkills Yorkshire and Humber
winter programme available at Great Yorkshire
Show

LandSkills Yorkshire & Humber team promoting the
programme on the Yorkshire Forward stand at the
Yorkshire Show

A staggering £1.25m funding will be available from this
winter's LandSkills Yorkshire and Humber winter activity
programme. Announced at the Great Yorkshire Show, a
70% funding contribution to farmers, foresters and growers
across the region is being offered by LandSkills part of the
Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE).

At the show the LandSkills Yorkshire and Humber,
managed by Lantra Sector Skills Council, joined Regional
Development Agency Yorkshire Forward’s rural business
facilitators to discuss the exciting opportunities offered to
industry by the RDPE.

Lantra’s Regional Partnership Manager, Jacqui Bruce,
said: “In times of the recession it's not every day that you
can announce there is such a large sum of money
available for industry to access. We have allocated
£1.25million for the winter programme, which ranges from
helping young people via the Fresh Start Academy an all
industry-led initiative to encourage and support new
entrants into farming, funding high level technical training
such as agronomy, using discussion groups and
demonstration sites to get the latest technology and
research out to farmers, as well as funding all sorts of
activities for the livestock industry. So there's a huge
amount of activity over the winter and up to 70% funding
towards the costs.”

As some sheep farmers in the region discovered

recently, the Landskills programme is demand-led. When
they wanted to find out more about Electronic Identification
(EID), LandSkills were able to fund an EID demonstration
day for them. So if there's

something specific you want to learn or develop please
contact the LandSkills Yorkshire and Humber team.

So far the Yorkshire and Humber team has delivered over
3,000 training days to 1,500 beneficiaries, 83% of which
have been business owners, employers and managers.

For more information contact the LandSkills team on
01226 766 500, email LandSkills@Iantra.co.uk or register
your interest at www.lantra.co.uk
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Rosie Winterton showed off her pie making skills, met local
producers and picked up a copy of the newly published
guide of where to eat, drink and stay in the region, York-
shire’s Own Kitchen, on the deliciouslyorkshire stand at the
Great Yorkshire Show on Tuesday 14" July.

Jonathan Knight said: “At deliciouslyorkshire our aim is to
increase the awareness of the fantastic range of food and
drink available in the region and The Great Yorkshire
Show is a fabulous arena for us to do this. We're
honoured that The Minister has come along to the stand
and assisted Roger, and the pies tasted fantastic

Jonathan Knight, Rosie Winton MP & Roger Topping

opportunities of the year ahead. Notable topics covered
included: the successful securing of the West Yorkshire
Rural Access to Opportunities Programme for 2009-2012,
an update on the pilot Forerunner Plan in the Leeds City
Region and a report on the HLF BASIS bid, which has
secured funding for a three year programme of activity
being led by Voluntary Action Calderdale. The overall aim
of the project is to work with rural voluntary and community
sector groups and organisations to increase engagement
with policy development.

Also of note: following a highly successful bidding round to
LEADER, Pennine Prospects are leading on a programme
of activity on behalf of the Partnership in the South
Pennines. A number of commissioned projects have been
approved, with further projects being developed across the
area.’

The Partnership also had the pleasure of welcoming
Crispin Moor, Executive Director and Regional Lead
Officer of the Commission for Rural Communities, as guest
speaker at the meeting. Crispin spoke of the key
challenges facing our rural communities, including the
impact of the recession on rural businesses, access to key
services and the Low Carbon Agenda.

Following the success of the Modernising Rural Delivery
programme, Yorkshire Forward has allocated £635,055
over three years (2009-2012) to the West Yorkshire Rural
Partnership to deliver a three year programme with three
strands. ‘Transport to employment and training’ will focus
on delivering schemes across the sub-region that will
assist people in accessing employment and training
opportunities; ‘Access to Services’ will administer a
Delegated Fund to support projects in Leeds and
Wakefield that help address service gaps and rural
exclusion and the third strand, ‘Capacity Building and
Rural Partnerships’, has employed a WY Rural
Partnership Co-ordinator to manage the Rural Access to
Opportunities Programme and deliver a three year
programme of activity on behalf of the Partnership.

For more information on the work of the West Yorkshire
Rural Partnership and how to get involved please contact:
Katy Calvert, WYRP Co-ordinator on 01422 392220 or
katy.calvert@calderdale.gov.uk
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The West Yorkshire Rural Partnership gathered for its
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 26" August at
Victoria Hall, Saltaire.

The active Partnership, made up of representatives from
over 20 organisations, which includes the five West
Yorkshire local authorities, Yorkshire Forward and
Government Office Yorkshire and Humber, works to
promote and deliver projects and initiatives to develop a
sustainable future for rural communities in the sub-region.
The packed agenda covered the key areas of work
addressed by the Partnership in 2008-2009, whilst also

looking forward to ways of addressing the challenges and|

A selection of rural events & news

Conferences

Action for Market Towns 2009 convention

Melton Mowbray Leicestershire 13-14 October

Empowerment Workshops 29th September
6th October
16th November

8th December

Discussions on coalfield regeneration including the Dearne
Valley vision

Woodhorn Museum Ashington 22nd October
Creating for Climate Change
QE11 Conference Centre London 9/10 November
Further details of all the above can be found on our
website




