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When I wrote my chairman’s 
notes at the end of January, I 
said that they were being 
written in a bit of a vacuum. 
Since then the Chairmen of the 
eight Rural Affairs Forums (Fora?) 
have had a meeting with the  
Minister, Mr. Benyon MP and his 
team. Here it was made obvious 
that the service that the RAFs can 

provide to the Ministerial team is valued by them. As I  
mentioned in my January notes, the rural issues addressed by the 
forums have not changed, and the value of “on the ground”  
expertise and knowledge is still appreciated. Indeed, after telling 
the assembled Chairmen what service the Whitehall team want, 
someone remarked that they had just described the RAFs!! 
In addition, as I mentioned in my January notes, the Local  
Enterprise Partnerships, run by business, are almost inevitably 
going to be dominated by big business. However, the vast  
majority of rural businesses, on which much of the economic 
revival of the country, let alone rural areas, depends, are small 
businesses, often employing ten or less people. These businesses 
need representation at the level of the LEP to ensure that  
business needs, be they in planning, employment law, funding, 
training, transport or any of the myriad of concerns that a  
business, especially a developing one, has are met. 
So there is an understanding of how policy makers, at local and 
national level, can be helped by the RAFs, with their local 
knowledge, contacts and expertise, and there is a desire from the 
members of the RAF to continue to have representation of the 
needs of the rural areas, and a forum where practitioners and  
local policy makers and deliverers can meet, to ensure that  
cooperation, coordination and best practice can be pursued. 
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Though the desirability of a rural forum has been established, we 
are still in a bit of a vacuum, as the actual aims, the structure and 
the financing of this body has still to be worked out. We are  
fortunate in that we do have some residual funds available to 
enable us to finance the work needed to ensure that the structure 
that we put in place has relevance to all parties. 
One of the first things that we have to do is establish the actual 
demand for such a body, rather than the stated idea that it would 
be a nice thing to do. I believe that there is the demand, from 
along the spectrum of policy makers and enactors, from national 
and local level, from the voluntary sector to councils, but 
whether there is enough demand to persuade organisations to 
fund such a body has yet to be determined.  To that end, we have 
established a group to draw up a specification for the body, look 
at the finance needed to run it, and establish whether or not the 
finance can be forthcoming. If you are reading this newsletter, 
and feel that the subject areas that we cover are of interest to 
you, and that a forum would help you meet your aims, or  
obligations, then please get in touch with the secretariat at the 
address below or by telephone  - 01482 391690.   
 
We welcome your views and ideas on how an already  
established body, with a desire for its continuation on all sides, 
can master the practicalities of good representation, function and 
funding. 
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Yorkshire wildlife flourishes 
thanks to vital partnerships 
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We are here to secure a healthy 
natural environment for people to 
enjoy, where wildlife is protected 
and England’s traditional land-
scapes are safeguarded for future 
generations.  
�

www.naturalengland.org.uk 
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Mapping the future for key 
conservation areas  
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