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Though the desirability of a rural forum has bestaklished, Wi
are still in a bit of a vacuum, as the actual aiths,structure an
the financing of this body has still to be workad.dVe are
fortunate in that we do have some residual funddae to
enable us to finance the work needed to ensureftbattructure
that we put in place has relevance to all parties.

One of the first things that we have to do is di&htihe actual
demand for such a body, rather than the statedtidedt would
be a nice thing to do. | believe that there isdamand, from
along the spectrum of policy makers and enactoos) hational
and local level, from the voluntary sector to cdlsmdbut
whether there is enough demand to persuade orgjans#o
fund such a body has yet to be determined. Toethdtwe havg
established a group to draw up a specificationttferbody, look
at the finance needed to run it, and establish lvaneir not the
finance can be forthcoming. If you are reading tlasvsletter,
and feel that the subject areas that we coverfargasest to
you, and that a forum would help you meet your aions

the assembled Chairmen what service the Whitetafhtwant, obligations, then please get in touch with the etaciat at the
someone remarked that they had just described AR address below or by telephon®1482 391690

In addition, as | mentioned in my January notes,Libcal

Enterprise Partnerships, run by business, are aimestably We welcome your views and ideas on how an already
going to be dominated by big business. Howeveryése established body, with a desire for its continuatio all sides,
majority of rural businesses, on which much of¢henomic can master the practicalities of good represemtafimction and
revival of the country, let alone rural areas, dejse are small funding.

businesses, often employing ten or less peoplesélhasinesses
need representation at the level of the LEP torerthat
business needs, be they in planning, employmentflawding,
training, transport or any of the myriad of concetimat a
business, especially a developing one, has are met.

So there is an understanding of how policy malarigcal and
national level, can be helped by the RAFs, withrtloeal
knowledge, contacts and expertise, and there ésimedfrom the
members of the RAF to continue to have represemtati the
needs of the rural areas, and a forum where prawits and
local policy makers and deliverers can meet, taenthat
cooperation, coordination and best practice capuosued.
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Yorkshire wildlife flourishes
thanks to vital partnerships
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North York Moors, Coast and Hills Eri——
LEADER Programme /
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We are here to secure a healthy
natural environment for people to
enjoy, where wildlife is protected
and England’s traditional land-
scapes are safeguarded for future

ENGLAND generations.

www.naturalengland.org.uk
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Mapping the future for key $ N
conservation areas
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